TimeWatch

- For the word of God is quick, and powerful,

and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

THE LEARNING FORUM:

The Work in New York City
Compiled by Cameron A. Bowen
Medical Missionary Work
To start medical missionary work in New York will be the best thing that you can do. I have
been shown that if in this work there could be men and women of experience, who would give a
correct representation of true medical missionary work, it would have great power in making a
correct impression on the people.--Letter 195, 1901. {Ev 387.1}
Ripe for evangelism
In New York there are many who are ripe for the harvest. In this great city there are thousands
who have not bowed the knee to Baal. The angel said, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people." New York contains a part of the "all people." We desire to see
the new year open with teachers at work in all parts of New York. There is a work to be done in
this city. . . . In our large cities the medical missionary work must go hand in hand with the
gospel ministry. It will open doors for the entrance of truth.--Manuscript 117, 1901. {Ev 387.2}
Startling Notices Detrimental
Some time ago Elder _____ got out some very startling notices regarding the destruction of New
York. I wrote immediately to the ones in charge of the work there, saying that it was not wise to
publish such notices, that thus an excitement might be aroused which would result in a fanatical
movement, hurting the cause of God. It is enough to present the truth of the Word of God to the
people. Startling notices are detrimental to the progress of His work. . . . {Ev 387.3}
I have sent cautions to the brethren working in New York, saying that these flaming, terrifying
notices should not be published. When my brethren go to extremes, it reacts on me, and I have to
bear the reproach of being called a false prophet. {Ev 387.4}
Under date of Aug. 3, 1903, Mrs. White further wrote regarding this sensational report:
{LS 411.4}
"Now comes the word that I have declared that New York is to be swept away by a tidal wave.
This I have never said. I have said, as I looked at the great buildings going up there, story
after story: 'What terrible scenes will take place when the Lord shall arise to shake terribly

the earth! Then the words of Rev. 18:1-3 will be fulfilled.' The whole of the eighteenth
chapter of Revelation is a warning of what is coming on the earth. But I have no light in
particular in regard to what is coming on New York, only I know that one day the great
buildings there will be thrown down by the turning and overturning of God's power.
From the light given me, I know that destruction is in the world. One word from the Lord, one
touch of His mighty power, and these massive structures will fall. Scenes will take place the
fearfulness of which we cannot imagine." {LS 411.5}
Feb. 15, 1904: "When I was last in New York, I was in the night season called upon to behold
buildings rising story after story toward heaven. These buildings were warranted to be fireproof,
and they were erected to glorify the owners. Higher and still higher these buildings rose, and in
them the most costly material was used. . . . {LS 413.2}
"As these lofty buildings went up, the owners rejoiced with ambitious pride that they had money
to use in glorifying self. . . . Much of the money that they thus invested had been obtained
through exaction, through grinding the faces of the poor. In the books of heaven, an account of
every business transaction is kept. There every unjust deal, every fraudulent act, is recorded. The
time is coming when in their fraud and insolence men will reach a point that the Lord will not
permit them to pass, and they will learn that there is a limit to the forbearance of Jehovah. {LS
413.3} {9T 12.3}
"The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at lofty and supposedly
fireproof buildings, and said, 'They are perfectly safe.' But these buildings were consumed as if
made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The firemen were
unable to operate the engines. {LS 413.4}
"I am instructed that when the Lord's time comes, should no change have taken place in the
hearts of proud, ambitious human beings, men will find that the hand that has been strong to save
will be strong to destroy. No earthly power can stay the hand of God. No material can be used in
the erection of buildings that will preserve them from destruction when God's appointed time
comes to send retribution on men for their insolence and their disregard of His law." [QUOTED
IN REVIEW AND HERALD, APRIL 26, 1906.] {LS 414.1} {9T 13.2}
Think you that if I had said that New York would be destroyed by a tidal wave, I should have
urged the purchase of property only sixty miles away from this city, as a sanitarium site, and a
place from which New York could be worked?--Letter 176, 1903. {Ev 388.1}

Cities punished
I am bidden to declare the message that cities full of transgression, and sinful in the extreme, will
be destroyed by earthquakes, by fire, by flood. All the world will be warned that there is a God
who will display His authority as God. His unseen agencies will cause destruction, devastation,
and death. All the accumulated riches will be as nothingness. . . . {Country Living 7.4}
Calamities will come--calamities most awful, most unexpected; and these destructions will
follow one after another. If there will be a heeding of the warnings that God has given, and if
churches will repent, returning to their allegiance, then other cities may be spared for a time. But
if men who have been deceived continue in the same way in which they have been walking,

disregarding the law of God, and presenting falsehoods before the people, God allows them to
suffer calamity, that their senses may be awakened. {Country Living 7.5}
The Lord will not suddenly cast off all transgressors, or destroy entire nations; but He will
punish cities and places where men have given themselves up to the possession of Satanic
agencies. Strictly will the cities of the nations be dealt with, and yet they will not be visited in the
extreme of God's indignation, because some souls will yet break away from the delusions of the
enemy, and will repent and be converted, while the mass will be treasuring up wrath against the
day of wrath.--Evangelism, p. 27. (1906) {CL 8.1}
The time is near when large cities will be swept away, and all should be warned of these coming
judgments.--Evangelism, p. 29. (1910) {CL 8.3}
The earthquakes will come; the floods will come; and we are not to establish ourselves in the
wicked cities, where the enemy is served in every way, and where God is so often forgotten. The
Lord desires that we shall have clear spiritual eyesight. We must be quick to discern the peril that
would attend the establishment of institutions in these wicked cities. We must make wise plans to
warn the cities, and at the same time live where we can shield our children and ourselves from
the contaminating and demoralizing influences so prevalent in these places.--Life Sketches, pp.
409, 410. (1906) {CL 31.4}

